DSA — 2009 CALIFORNIA ACCESS COMPLIANCE

REFERENCE MANUAL

1. Required fire doors shall have the minimum opening force allowable by the appropriate
administrative authority, not to exceed 15 Ibf (66.7 N).

2. Other than required fire doors, interior doors shall have a maximum opening force of 5 Ibf
(22.2 N).

3. Other than required fire doors, exterior doors shall have a maximum opening force of 5 Ibf
(22.2 N).

Exceptions:

1.

Exterior doors to machinery spaces including, but not limited to, elevator pits or
elevator penthouses; mechanical, electrical or communications equipment rooms;
piping or equipment catwalks; electric substations and transformer vaults; and
highway and tunnel utility facilities.

When, at a single location, one of every 8 exterior door leafs, or fraction of 8, is a
powered door, other exterior doors at the same location, serving the same interior
space, may have a maximum opening force of 8.5 Ibf (37.8 N). The powered leaf(s)
shall be located closest to the accessible route.

a. Powered doors shall comply with Section 1133B.2.3.2. Powered doors shall
be fully automatic doors complying with Builders Hardware Manufacturers’
Association (BHMA) A156.10 or low energy operated doors complying with
BHMA A156.19.

b. Powered doors serving a building or facility with an occupancy of 150 or more
shall be provided with a back-up battery or back-up generator. The back-up
power source shall be able to cycle the door a minimum of 100 cycles.

c. Powered doors shall be controlled on both the interior and exterior sides of
the doors by sensing devices, push plates, vertical actuation bars or other
similar operating devices complying with Section 1117B.6.

At each location where push plates are provided there shall be two push plates; the
centerline of one push plate shall be 7 inches (178 mm) minimum and 8 inches (203
mm) maximum above the floor or ground surface and the centerline of the second
push plate shall be 30 inches (762 mm) minimum and 44 inches (1219 mm) maximum
above the floor or ground surface. Each push plate shall be a minimum of 4 inches
(102 mm) diameter or a minimum of 4 inches by 4 inches (102 mm by 102 mm)
square and shall display the International Symbol of Accessibility complying with
Section 1117B.5.8.1.

At each location where vertical actuation bars are provided the operable portion
shall be located so the bottom is 5 inches (127 mm) maximum above the floor or
ground surface and the top is 35 inches (889 mm) minimum above the floor or ground
surface. The operable portion of each vertical actuation bar shall be a minimum of 2
inches (61 mm) wide and shall display the International Symbol of Accessibility
complying with Section 1117B.5.8.1.

Where push plates, vertical actuation bars or other similar operating devices are
provided, they shall be placed in a conspicuous location. A level and clear floor or
ground space for forward or parallel approach complying with Sections 1118B.4 and
1124B.1 shall be provided, centered on the operating device. Doors shall not swing
into the required clear floor or ground space.
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d. Signage identifying the accessible entrance required by Section 1127B.3
shall be placed on, or immediately adjacent to, each powered door. Signage
shall be provided in compliance with BHMA A156.10 or BHMA 156.19, as
applicable.

e. In addition to the requirements of ltem d, where a powered door is provided in
buildings or facilities containing assembly occupancies of 300 or more, a sign
displaying the International Symbol of Accessibility measuring 6 inches by 6
inches (152 mm by 152 mm), complying with Section 1117B.5.8.1, shall be
provided above the door on both the interior and exterior sides of each
powered door.

1133B.2.5.1 Door closer. If the door has a closer, then the sweep period of the closer shall be
adjusted so that from an open position of 70 degrees, the door will take at least 3 seconds to move to
a point 3 inches (75 mm) from the latch, measured to the leading edge of the door.

1133B.2.5.2 Hand-activated door opening hardware, handles, pulls, latches, locks, and other
operating devices on accessible doors shall have a shape that is easy to grasp with one hand and
does not require tight grasping, tight pinching or twisting of the wrist to operate. Hardware shall be
centered between 30 inches (762 mm) and 44 inches (1118 mm) above the floor. Latching and
locking doors that are hand-activated and which are in a path of travel shall be operable with a single
effort by lever-type hardware, panic bars, push-pull activating bars or other hardware designed to
provide passage. Locked exit doors shall operate as above in egress direction.

1133B.2.5.3 Recessed doors. Where the plane of the doorway is offset 8 or more inches (205 mm)
from any obstruction within 18 inches (455 mm) measured laterally on the latch side, the door shall be
provided with maneuvering clearance for front approach. See Figure 11B-33(a).

1133B.2.6 Smooth surface. The bottom 10 inches (254 mm) of all doors except automatic and sliding shall
have a smooth, uninterrupted surface to allow the door to be opened by a wheelchair footrest without creating
a trap or hazardous condition. Where narrow frame doors are used, a 10-inch (254 mm) high smooth panel
shall be installed on the push side of the door, which will allow the door to be opened by a wheelchair footrest
without creating a trap or hazardous condition.

1133B.3 Corridors, hallways and exterior exit balconies.

1133B.3.1 Corridor and hallway widths. Every corridor and hallway serving an occupant load of 10 or more
shall not be less than 44 inches (1118 mm) in width. Corridors and hallways serving an occupant load of less
than 10 shall not be less than 36 inches (914 mm) in width.

1133B.3.2 Corridors and hallways over 200 feet (60 960 mm). Corridors and hallways that are located on
an accessible route and exceed 200 feet (60 960 mm) in length shall have a minimum clear width of 60 inches
(1524 mm). If an accessible route has less than 60 inches (1524 mm) clear width, then passing spaces at least
60 inches by 60 inches (1524mmby 1524 mm) shall be located at intervals of 200 feet (60 960 mm maximum).
A “T” intersection of two corridors or walks is an acceptable passing place.

Exceptions:

1. In existing buildings, when the enforcing agency determines that compliance with any
building standard under this section would create an unreasonable hardship, an
exception to such building standard shall be granted when equivalent facilitation is
provided.

2. Inexisting buildings, the provisions of this section shall not apply when legal or physical

constraints will not allow compliance with these building standards or equivalent
facilitation without creating an unreasonable hardship. See Section 109.1.5.
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